Week #8 – Daniel and God in the Den
Daniel 6 …

We must depend on Jesus for all of life, not just eternal life.
v. 23 “And when Daniel was lifted from the den, no wound was found on him, because he had trusted in his God.”

Trusting God for all of life means we …

1. Have a spiritual reservoir not just a routine. V. 1-12

v. 10 “Three times a day he got down on his knees and gave thanks and prayed, just as he did before.”  Here’s how Jesus says it:

John 15:4 “Remain in me, as I also remain in you.  No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine.  Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.”  

It’s not just that we connect into the vine but that the vine gives us what we need for spiritual life and health.

2. Experience Peace in the Den.  V. 13-20

How is it that Daniel is in the pit and at peace but Darius is in the palace and in panic?  Here’s how the Psalmist says it:

Psalm 23:4 “Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.”

3. Enjoy God as Your Great Deliverer. V. 21-28

While the whole known world was still praying to Darius as a god, Darius had to confess that there is only one God … there is only one true rescuer.  That’s who Daniel was connected to!  
Application:

· Abide in Christ.  Have a regular reservoir of relationship with Him that you draw from.

· Trust in Christ.  For your eternal life and your everyday life.
S M A L L   G R O U P   D I S C U S S I O N

Question #1 – Read Daniel 6:10-13.  Remembering that Daniel was in pagan Babylon for 70 years, discuss the significance of his regular relationship with God.  Was it just religious ritual?  Could he have been faithful for 70 years without it?  What part did it seem to play in his life?  How did it affect his life?
Question #2 - Compare your above discussion with John 15:4.  What does it mean to “abide” in Him?  How do we practically abide in Jesus today?  Do you feel like you are abiding or is this a drought time for you?  How can we help each other abide in the vine?
Question #3 – Why did Daniel have peace in the pit?  Why did Darius (who was “god for a month”) panic in the palace?  Read v. 23 How was it that Daniel genuinely trusted God?  Are you going through a “pit” experience?  How would you encourage someone biblically who was experiencing panic in their pit?
Question #4 – Read v. 25-28  While the whole known world was still praying to Darius, Darius and Daniel experienced firsthand that there is only one true God who rescues and saves.  Take some time to elevate Jesus’ name by sharing how He has rescued you.  Some can share their story of salvation.  Some can share accounts of his rescue through life’s challenges.  Finish with prayer of thanksgiving to God!
