Week #5 - The God of Impossible Rescues
1. We Don’t Change God’s Word, It Changes Us.  3:1-15
Nebuchadnezzar’s solution to change the Word that God decreed in the dream was to establish his own kingdom forever, remove the weaknesses of the statue and align all obedience and worship of every nation and language to him and his religion.    Galatians 6:7-8
2. Following God is to Be Unconditional  3:16-23
V. 12  “They neither serve your gods nor worship the image of gold you have set up.”
V. 17-18  “If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to deliver us from it, and he will deliver us from Your Majesty’s hand.  But even if he does not, we want you to know, Your Majesty, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.”  
If we follow God for things to go our way, our actual god is us!

3. God Performs Impossible Rescues.  V. 24-30
We all are impossible rescues.  There is no way for self-recovery from our sin, its power and its punishment.  We were hopeless, lost and far from God.  Jesus Christ came to earth to die for us so that we can be forgiven, released from sin’s eternal punishment and even to have the power today to live for God.
God didn’t promise that we won’t go through the fire but He did promise that we won’t be alone in the fire.
Application:  

· Follow His Word, don’t try to change it but let it change you.
· Unconditionally follow God.
· Remember, God performs impossible rescues and goes through the fire with us.

S M A L L   G R O U P   D I S C U S S I O N

Question #1 – Where do you think Nebuchadnezzar got this idea to make the image of gold?  Discuss the differences between this image and the one he saw in his dream in chapter 2.  Why do you think he made the changes in the image?

Question #2 – What did God accomplish by the events of chapter 3?  * For Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego?  * For the other Jews in Babylon?  * For Nebuchadnezzar?   * For the reader of Daniel 3?  

Question #3 – Read Daniel 3:12, 17-18.  What did following God unconditionally look like for these three men for the first 3 chapters of Daniel?  Why do we sometimes struggle with unconditionally following God?  Would you share a time when your circumstances negatively affected your following after God.  How would you encourage or counsel someone whose commitment to God changes with their circumstances?  What Scripture would you use?
Question #4 – What sticks out to you about this impossible rescue in Daniel 3?  How are we all impossible rescues?  How did God care for our impossible rescue?  Are there some in the group going through a seemingly impossible situation right now?  How can we encourage them from this account?

** Pray for each other and consider who God would have you connect with this week.

