What In The World is Going On?

A Short Series on Scripture

July 4, 2021 - Proverbs 29:18 – East Bay Calvary

Proverbs 29:18  “Where there is no revelation, people cast off restraint; but blessed is the one who heeds wisdom’s instruction.”

The text is split into two main truths.  

1. Chaos comes when God’s Word is ignored.
2. Happiness comes when God’s Word is followed.

James 1:22 “Do not merely listen to the Word and so deceive yourselves, do what it says.”

I Corinthians 8:1 “Now about food sacrificed to idols: We know that ‘we all possess knowledge.’  But knowledge puffs up while love builds up.”

Application:

Matthew 7:26 “But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand.”

· If God esteems heart obedience over mere intellect, so should we.   

Ex. the Jones (Curtis).  Donny and Jenny – inviting people.  These people left all the brainiacs in the dust when it came to what matters most to God – simple obedience – loving God and loving others – reaching out.  Fruit of the Spirit, relationship with your spouse, kids, others.  

· I keep God’s Word by reading it to live it.

1. Continual.  Sustainable plans.  Bible App.  Booklet.  365 Devotional.  

2. Changing.   Ask, “what’s my next step?”  Pray for life change.  If we read and stop at knowledge, we are the foolish man in Matthew 7.

3. Community.  Have someone to check in with.  Let them ask you the hard questions – Let them ask how you are growing.  What needs to change?

S M A L L  G R O U P  Q U E S T I O N S

Question #1 – What examples do we see of decay in our world as we’ve moved away from obeying God’s Word?  What examples do we have from our lives when we’ve moved away from obeying God’s Word?
Question #2 – Read Prov. 29:18; Matt. 7:24-27 and James 1:22-25 … discuss the differences and dangers between knowing God’s Word and obeying it.  How do we deceive ourselves? 
Question #3 – How can we guard against the self-deception of merely knowing or hearing the Bible?  How can we help each other to value heart obedience and avoid becoming modern day Pharisees.
Question #4 – What are practical ways we can read and live out God’s Word every day?  Discuss plans that are “continual, life changing and community oriented.”
